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They are only good to look at Brahmins purchase and eat sweets here and cooked
food which do not contain water and salt.7 They also do not enquire about
the caste of the cooks who have cooked these foods. Among flowers only
Jasmine is available and not other scented varieties. All flowers which
we treat as 'Thurakapulu5 or Muslim flowers which are prohibited are used
for worship of the Lord here. Worship going by the name of Mahapujas are
performed in the shrines. These 'Mahapujas' are performed in important
shrines at a cost of Rupees 30. There is a temple for Durga on the banks of
the Asi river to the South of the city. This Deity is said to be the guardian
Deity for Banaras; the citizens therefore visit her temple and worship her in
large numbers on Tuesdays. This shrine is more spacious than other shrines
here. All shrines here are to be found full ofAbhisheka water poured on the
Siva Liiaga with an Uddharini or spoon, Bilva leaves and Tila Akshathas5
(Gingelly and ricegrains to which some turmeric is added). The bulk in
the town move freely in the temples to eat the bilva leaves and the 'Tila
Akshathas'; therefore when devotees carry flower garlands and bilva leaves
openly in their hands, the bulls approach them. Thousands of men and women
on pilgrimage who keep baskets in their hands containing bilva leaves and
Tila Afcshatas in one hand and water in another hand worship in the shrines
of the city. In case the temple doors are closed, the temple kadapa (door-
step) is given an Abhisekam with a spoonful of water followed by the sprinkling
of bilva leaves and Tila-Akshatas. Everyone follows the regulation of a daily
bath. Even sudras do not lunch here without having a full bath (including
the wetting of the head). The brahmins of this country do not insult other
castes nor are they very unkind to them with the result that the proselytising
activities of the Christian missionaries is negligible here so far. In the Dravida
country, SSdras and specially Chandalas are insulted much: the proximity of
Chandalas and the sight of the sudras is prohibited. In view of these insults
to tlienij thousands of these people are to be seen in the churches between
Pedapalem and Mylapore in Madras. Brahmins have to perform the
karmas mentioned in the Sruthis and following the sloka "Swasthi prajabhyam
Paripalayantham Nyayena Margena Mahim Mahlshaha". They have to
pray for the welfare of the entire universe to the Lord and respect the Kshatriyas;
they have also to be friendly to the Vysyas who obtain merchandise (not
available locally) by way of trade from different countries. Similarly the
Sudras who assist them and serve them should be treated by them very
kindly according to the sastras. It is nowhere said that the Sudra who is
really eligible to cook our food, is not fit to be seen by us. The Mulasmruthis
also now here lay down or support the custom that the sudras should not enter
brahmin streets. Only the new smruthis which give importance to Karma
mention these unhappy disabilities with the result that rituals and Acharas
connected with karma have increased.8 In view of the insulting of the sudras,
7    The intention is not clear.       It is anyway evident that brahmins-purchase   and eat
sweets on sale; cooked food perhaps was acceptable without salt.
8.   From the spirit of Veeraswamy's writings, it is patent that he does not endorse the
orthodox view and.wants all men to be treated as men.